Some passages from the Bible on identity

5 Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of
Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly
regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to
Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.[a] 2 Now
bands of raiders from Aram had gone out and had taken captive
a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3 She
said to her mistress, “If only my master would see the prophet
who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy…So
Naaman left, taking with him ten talents[b] of silver, six thousand
shekels[c] of gold and ten sets of clothing. 6 The letter that he
took to the king of Israel read: “With this letter I am sending my
servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his
leprosy.”
…8

When Elisha the man of God heard he sent him this
message: “Have the man come to me and he will know that there
is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman went with his horses and
chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent
a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in
the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be
cleansed.”
11

But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he
would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of
the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of
my leprosy. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash
in them and be cleansed?” So he turned and went off in a rage.
13

Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the
prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have
done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be
cleansed’!” 14 So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan
seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was
restored and became clean like that of a young boy.
2 Kings 5-14

Can

an Ethiopian change

the

colour of his skin? Can a leopard
take away its spots? Neither can
you start doing good, for you have
always done evil.
Jeremiah 13 v 23

3 Since you have been raised to new life with Christ,
set your sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ
sits in the place of honour at God’s right hand. 2 Think
about the things of heaven, not the things of earth.
3
For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden
with Christ in God. 4 And when Christ, who is your[a]
life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in
all his glory.
5

So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking
within you. Have nothing to do with sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don’t be
greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping
the things of this world. 6 Because of these sins, the
anger of God is coming.[b] 7 You used to do these
things when your life was still part of this world. 8 But
now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious
behaviour, slander, and dirty language. 9 Don’t lie to
each other, for you have stripped off your old sinful
nature and all its wicked deeds. 10 Put on your new
nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your
Creator and become like him. 11 In this new life, it
doesn’t matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile,[c]
circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized,[d]
slave, or free. Christ is all that matters, and he lives in
all of us.
12

Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves,
you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy,
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Make
allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone
who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you,
so you must forgive others. 14 Above all, clothe
yourselves with love, which binds us all together in
perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace that comes from
Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body
you are called to live in peace. And always be
thankful.
Colossioans 3 v 3-15

15

I do not understand what I do. For

what I want to do I do not do, but
what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what I
do not want to do, I agree that the
law is good.

17

As it is, it is no longer

I myself who do it, but it is sin living
in me.

18

For I know that good itself

does not dwell in me, that is, in my
sinful nature.[a] For I have the desire
to do what is good, but I cannot
carry it out.

19

For I do not do the

good I want to do, but the evil I do
not want to do—this I keep on
doing.

20

Now if I do what I do not

want to do, it is no longer I who do
it, but it is sin living in me that does
it.
Romans 7 15-20.

